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Greetings

Thank you very much for visiting the Yamaha Gala Concert 2020 today.

In June of this year, we postponed the concert in Tokyo due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Based on the government's easing of
regulations on guidelines for holding events, we came to the conclusion that in times like these, we have a mission to bring the
wonderful music of children to many people. And today, I am happy to finally welcome you to the concert.

I would like to extend my sincere gratitude to everyone for their cooperation with this concert in this unforeseen situation.

The Yamaha Gala Concert is an event for students to demonstrate the talents they have developed through the Junior Original
Concert, the Yamaha Electone Concours, the Yamaha Junior Piano Competition, the Yamaha Master Class and other activities
operated by Yamaha Music Foundation. This year, the Yamaha Gala Concert welcomes its 17th rendition, which is being held in Osaka
for the first time. Yamaha Music School places emphasis on a student’s sensitivity in enjoying music in addition to providing music
education in consideration of a child’s level of development. We have been pursuing the limitless potential found in children based on
a philosophy of “fostering musicality that everyone is born with, developing the ability to make music of one’s own and perform it, as
well as encouraging them to share joy of music with others.” We are pleased that many graduates have become active and enjoy a
high reputation in various fields of music scenes and more. Today's concert features a variety of performances including solos and
ensembles, as well as performances with the Japan Century Symphony Orchestra conducted by Norichika Iimori and a guest

appearance by Ayako Uehara in part two.

Please sit back and watch to the end the exciting performances by young musicians who, in these trying times, have continued to

play music with a stronger sense of ambition. We hope you enjoy the concert.

YenGRRES HHEE
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Takuya Nakata
President
Yamaha Music Foundation
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Part One

No. Name of Piece

Hayabusa2: Carrying Our Dreams

Junior Original Concert

Chime: | Love School Life!

Junior Original Concert

maze

Junior Original Concert

6 Variations on the Original Theme

Junior Original Concert

The Easy Winners

Yamaha Electone Concours 2019 Finals, Junior Age Group1

Scherzo No.1 B minor Op.20

The 4th Yamaha Junior Piano Competition Grand Final, Section B First Prize

A Silly (Secret) Operation Escape!

Junior Original Concert

Voice of Water

Junior Original Concert
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Composer

Shiho Nonaka

Minami Kichise

Ryoto Takabe

Benio Nose

S. Joplin

Arranger: Renju Matsueda

F. Chopin

Oto Yamamoto

Nozomi Kanematsu

Intermission

Part Two <with Orchestray ® Conductor: Norichika limori

No. Name of Piece

We can fly! ~ towards the future ~

Junior Original Concert

[l8) Piano Concerto No.2 C minor Op.18

Performer

Shiho Nonaka

Minami Kichise

Mayuko Yamasaki

Ryoto Takabe

Benio Nose

Renju Matsueda

Cocoro Sezai

Oto Yamamoto
Rio Nitta

Nozomi Kanematsu

Mizuki Fujisawa

Emcee: Junya Yoshida

Style of Performance

Electone solo

Piano Four Hands

Electone solo

Piano solo

Electone solo

Piano solo

Ensemble
(Piano, Marimba)

Ensemble
(Electone, Guitar)

Orchestra: Japan Century Symphony Orchestra

Composer

Karin Hikita

S. Rachmaninov

Performer

Karin Hikita

Ayako Uehara

Style of Performance

Piano, Orchestra

Piano, Orchestra
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Hayabusa2: Carrying Our Dreams
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JAZT7AVIFIVAVY—EBMER  Junior Original Concert
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Ryoto Takabe ige 10

(Composer, Electone)
Hyogo
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6 Variations on the Original Theme
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In this piece, | leave the world I'm living in now to go on a journey by
moving a clock backwards and forwards. It's almost like a maze.

This mysterious clock | have progresses 1 minute in 5 seconds. | can travel

further and further into the future. However, it's a maze without an exit.
What will my destination be like?

JAZTAVIFIVAV Y —FEIER  Junior Original Concert
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Shiho Nonaka Gage 10)

(Composer, Electone)
Ehime
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Chime: | Love School Life!
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The asteroid explorer Hayabusa2 was launched into space carrying our
dreams. | composed this piece to cheer its journey to a distant asteroid.

The Gala Concert is one of the stages of my dreams. | am truly happy that |

can perform this piece at such a concert, on this year when Hayabusa2 will
return to the earth for the first time in six years.
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Minami Kichise @ge 1)
{Composer, Piano)
Oita
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Mayuko Yamasaki age 10)
{Piano)
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I love school life. Thinking about the fun that awaits me at school the next
day makes me excited before | go to sleep. These feelings will be expressed

by my performance to the sounds of a chime. | hope it will resonate in your
heart.
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Benio Nose age 15)

{Composer, Piano)
Tokyo
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The first variation is an interplay between the left and right hands.

The second is inspired by harp. The third has a modified beat. The fourth is
in the minor key. The fifth goes with a contrast between strong tones and

soft tones at the beginning and the end. The sixth variation is created as an
homage to Chopin’s etude. Please enjoy the respective variations.
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The Easy Winners Composer: S. Joplin  Electone Arranger: Renju Matsueda
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Renju Matsueda cge 10)

{Arranger, Electone)
Kanagawa
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This piece was found as one of a solfége pieces in the textbook of the music
class. As the melody has a fun rhythm, it feels like my fingers are dancing
away when I'm playing it. | instantly came to like it a lot. The music builds up
in the second half, and | would be happy if you feel as excited as | am. Let
the four-minute story begin!
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JaZTAVIFIVAF—BMESR  Junior Original Concert
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Oto Yamamoto ge 11
{Composer, Piano)
Aichi

i5%E Co-performer
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- Rio Nitta
“ {Marimba)

JAZTAVIFIVAF—BMER  Junior Original Concert
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Nozomi Kanematsu age 16)

{Composer, Electone)
Aomori

#®#& Co-performer
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Mizuki Fujisawa
{Guitar)
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When | saw Aimi Kobayashi, a favorite pianist of mine, perform Chopin's
Scherzo No. 1, | thought, "l want to play this piece someday!" It's like a

dream for me to perform this piece at the Gala Concert. I'll put all my
feelings into the performance so everyone can enjoy it.
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We are a trio of troublemakers always making mischief. Somehow we have
managed to get lost in a forest. It's OK, we'll work together to find the way

out! Today, | am filled with happiness at an opportunity to play at this stage
of my dreams. | hope | can enjoy myself so that this operation succeeds!
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At times the waterflow is calm and serene. At other times the waterflow is
strong and vigorous. Rivers display various facades as the season changes.
| have attempted to capture the voice of river water, and through sound,
express the story of water created by nature.
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) Karin Hikita (age 16)
f {Composer, Piano)
Shiga

ANERERTHBIEEZRKNDHBLELHATZAD TIEMLE LT,
SETH>EENTVWEAZOA VY —MIHETZDIEETEHEEZEL T,
DEVNTEDBH>THEEDEZDEITIEFELVEHF o> TWVB. ZATEN
MEDYEFT LI o

Life is an adventure! Based on this belief, | composed this piece with hope
and expectations for the future. | feel very fortunate to have this
opportunity to perform at the Gala Concert where | have always longed to

join. Even if there is a tough time, something wonderful is always awaiting
you beyond. | hope | can convey this in my performance.
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Ayako Uehal’a (Pianist) 3Yamaha Master Class Graduate

Ayako Uehara enrolled in the 3-year-old class at Yamaha Music School and joined Yamaha Master Class in 1990.
She is the first woman and Japanese to win the first prize in the 12th International Tchaikovsky Competition in the
piano category. She was awarded the 18th Nippon Steel Music Award Promising New Artist Award. She has
performed with many orchestras in and outside of Japan conducted by the likes of Marek Janowski, Gianandrea
Noseda, Fabio Luisi, Alexander Lazarev, Martyn Brabbins, Vasily Petrenko, Seiji Ozawa, Ken-ichiro Kobayashi, and
Norichika limori. In March 2017, she performed with Konzerthausorchester Berlin conducted by Eliahu Inbal in Berlin
as well as in four cities in Japan to high acclaim. She is an Associate Professor at the Early Education Research Center,
Faculty of Music, Tokyo University of the Arts.

(Official website) https://www.japanarts.co.jp/en/artist/ayakouehara/
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Rachmaninoff: Piano Concerto No. 2 C minor Op. 18

This piece premiered in 1901, with Sergei Rachmaninoff himself playing the piano and his cousin Alexander Siloti
conducting. This work is more than a display of brilliant techniques. It fully brings out the appeal of the piano, with
long-phrasing and beautiful melodies leaving a lasting impression.

The piece consists of three movements.

The first movement is in sonata form, and starts with chords of a piano that reminds sounds of a church bell. In the
first theme, string instruments play the theme to the piano’s swirling broken chords. In the second theme, the piano
is initially in charge of the melody. The development section builds up to a climax. In the recapitulation section, the
first theme is replayed in march-like style, and the second theme is played by the horn.

The second movement is slow and lyrical in contrast to the first movement. The flute joins the piano triplets,
following which the melody is played by the clarinet and then by the piano. In the middle section, the piano has a
major part, and there is a cadenza toward the end. The beginning part is then repeated, and the movement
concludes quietly with a piano solo.

The third movement alternates between the rhythmical first theme and the beautiful and striking second theme.
The second theme is a very famous melody that fully demonstrates Rachmaninoff's mastery as a melody maker.
Many people have probably heard this piece, which appears in the Japanese TV drama “Nodame Cantabile” and is
often used in figure skating. It is one of Rachmaninoff's representative works and one of the important pieces in a
pianist’s repertoire.

(Commentary by Yumi Naganuma)
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Norichika limori (conductor)

Norichika limori graduated from the conducting course of the Toho Gakuen School of Music. After studying in Berlin and Munich, beginning in 1994 he held successive posts
including Resident Conductor of the Tokyo Symphony Orchestra, Guest Conductor of the Tchaikovsky Symphony Orchestra of Moscow Radio, and Resident Conductor of the
Hiroshima Symphony Orchestra. In 1996 he led the European tour of the Tokyo Symphony Orchestra and was lauded in a newspaper which said, “limori will surely go on to attract
international attention.” In 2003, in his first appearance in a subscription concert of the NHK Symphony Orchestra, limori conducted a successful performance of Mahler’s 1st
Symphony. In 2006 he was awarded the “Art Encouragement Prize for New Artists” from the Japanese Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology. limori has
been invited to conduct many world-class orchestras including the Radio Symphony Orchestra Frankfurt, Cologne Radio Symphony Orchestra, Czech Philharmonic, and Prague
Symphony Orchestra. In 2001 he became General Music Director of the Wiirttemberg Philharmonic Orchestra, with which he recorded the complete Beethoven Symphonies and
carried out a successful Japan tour in 2006.

Currently, Norichika limori is General Artistic Director of the Yamagata Symphony Orchestra, Principal Conductor of the Japan Century Symphony Orchestra, Special Guest
Conductor of the Tokyo Symphony Orchestra (1994-2020 Resident Conductor), Principal Guest Conductor of the Wiirttemberg Philharmonic Orchestra, Principal Guest Conductor
of the Tokyo Kosei Wind Orchestra, and Principal Guest Conductor of the Chubu Philharmonic Orchestra.

©s.yamamoto
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Japan Century Symphony Orchestra

Founded in 1989 by the Osaka Prefectural Government, the Japan Century Symphony Orchestra was initially given the Osaka Century Orchestra by citizens. The orchestra changed
its name in 2011 after becoming independent of Osaka Prefecture, and celebrated its 30th anniversary in December, 2019. Currently, it is comprised of 50 members, with Norichika
limori as Chief Conductor, and Kazuyoshi Akiyama, who assumed the role of Music Advisor in April, 2020. In addition to the Symphony Concert Series which is held ten times per
year at The Symphony Hall and the "Haydn Marathon”, in which all of Haydn’s symphonies are performed and recorded, the orchestra manages the “Toyonaka Masterpiece Series”
held at the Toyonaka Performing Arts Center, and regular concerts at two locations in Osaka.

The orchestra holds over 200 performances per year, and actively engages in various concerts across different genres, including commissioned performances, chamber music
concerts and school performances.

Live recordings of the "Haydn Marathon” concert series are available as “Haydn Symphonies Vols. 1-8” and recordings of “Das Lied von der Erde” conducted by Norichika limori,
among others, have been chosen and included in The Record Geijutsu listings. In addition, the orchestra has received high acclaim for their performances, such as the Osaka
Cultural Festival Encouragement Award in 2015 and 2018.

The orchestra promotes and contributes to programs and events for younger generations, such as “Touch the Orchestra”, and concerts at special needs schools. The orchestra also
focuses on community collaboration projects such as the “Classic in Toyonakamachi” in Toyonaka City, and the “Luciole Town Concerts” in Moriyama City, Shiga.

Based on these principles of “Disseminating the power of community though excellent performance” , “Providing emotional and healing though the orchestra”, “Discovering
superb talents and contributing to development of the next generation” , “Actively contributing to international mutual understanding and piece”, the orchestra is working
towards their goal of developing as an orchestra in a new era with hope that thought their performances, bright dreams will fill many people’s hearts.

As of October 2020
{Official website) https://www.century-orchestrajp/
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Structured system of music education
for children and adults

To foster the musical sensitivity that everyone is born with, to
develop the ability to enjoy creating and playing music of their
own and ultimately share the joy of music with anyone.” - this is the
concept of the Yamaha Music School.

To achieve the concept, the Yamaha Music Education System
systematizes what and how to learn music for students ranging
from children to adults, and from beginners to those who wish to
acquire a high-level of music ability.

Those who want to learn music can choose courses with lessons
tailored to their levels, and receive music education while
constantly improving their ability.

The foundation of this idea began with a music class for children
started in Tokyo in 1954. With a goal to draw children's potential
out and develop their ability to express themselves with music, the
class has embodied education system targeting infants to children,
as it has carried out practical activities on a large scale. Based on
the experience, Yamaha has established its own education method
called ""Yamaha Music Education System”.

Today, the Yamaha Music Schools have grown into an
organization with more than 357,000 students and 11,000
instructors at 3,000 locations domestically and spread to over 40
countries and territories around the world with more than 5,5
million students having taken courses by far."
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Features of Yamaha Music School
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Nurturing Children’s
Creativity

Yamaha Music School employs methods based on the Yamaha
Music Education System to nurture children's musicality. The
principle of the Yamaha Music Education System consists of three
pillars.

1. Comprehensive Music Education

An essential point in enjoying music is to understand the elements
of music comprehensively: ‘listen’, ‘sing’, ‘play’, ‘read’, and
‘compose’. With a keyboard as a learning tool, the Yamaha Music
School does not only focus on technical guidance to play
instruments, but also allows children to learn music from different
aspects. Therefore, we motivate children to apply their sensitivity
and imagination, and nurture the ability to stimulate their
creativity.

2. Timely Education /

Learning at the Appropriate Time
We believe that children should receive musical education at an
appropriate stage of life along with their physical and mental
experience development in order for them to enjoy music and
absorb musical fully. We especially focus on having infants "listen
to” music when developing listening skills. By acquiring sense of
sound and basic music skills while enjoying music, the infants will
become interested and enthusiastic to express themselves with
music later on.

3. Group Lessons

Children can share a greater joy of music by learning together with
others. Playing in ensembles with friends allows them to have
musical experience and deepen the understanding of music. Also,
through music they have the chance to make friends and enhance
their social skills and cooperation with others. Yamaha believes
that group lessons are the most effective way to stimulate the
emotional and mental development of children.
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The Junior Original Concert (JOC) is an activity where children below the age of
15 learning at the Yamaha Music School worldwide to create their own music,
express themselves freely through musical performances. Since 1972 when the
JOC auguated in Japan, countless musicians in all over the world have emerged
through this program to become successful in the musical industry as well as
various other professions. The JOC celebrates the 50th anniversary in the coming
year of 2021.

Y<nxL27r—>3329—)V(YEC) Yamaha Electone Concours (YEC)
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The Yamaha Electone Concours (YEC) had provided a forum for performances to
impress audiences by presenting their Electone works and performances. Also,
as a competition, YEC aimed to help participants improve their Electone skills and
comprehensive musical ability. Two activities of YEC and the Electone Festival
(EF) having been developed for the broader Electone lovers are to be combined
to launch the Yamaha Electone Festival (YEF).
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Yamaha Junior Piano Competition (YJPC) launched in 2016 to encourage young
and promising pianists. YJPC's unique feature includes allowing participants to

select the pieces from any style of music, adding their own musical arrangements
in performances.

YINEER VYII\RRAZ—IFR Yamaha Master Class
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The Yamaha Master Class was founded in 1988 to provide students of Yamaha
Music Schools who have outstanding musical gifts and talent with the
environment and opportunities needed to achieve even higher goals and to

improve their performance skills. Yamaha Master Class has earned high public
regard by producing many musicians.
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